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Abstract
This study explores the themes of justice and divine allocation as articulated in Surah Al-Anfal,
focusing on Quranic principles regarding spoils of war and ethical conduct during conflict.
Analyzing the text of Al-Anfal in conjunction with other relevant Quranic verses and historical
narratives, the research delineates the criteria set by the Quran for the equitable distribution of
war gains and the moral imperatives governing warfare. This comparative study further
contextualizes these principles within broader Islamic teachings and historical practices,
examining how they reflect the overarching divine justice that permeates Islamic jurisprudence.
The findings highlight the Quran's emphasis on ethical considerations, including the welfare of
the community, the treatment of enemies, and the importance of intention behind actions.
Through a detailed examination of key verses, the research illuminates how Al-Anfal serves as a
critical framework for understanding the Islamic perspective on warfare, contrasting these
principles with contemporary interpretations and practices. By situating Al-Anfal within the
broader discourse on justice in Islam, this study contributes to ongoing scholarly discussions
about the application of Quranic teachings in modern contexts, emphasizing the relevance of
divine allocation in promoting justice amidst conflict. The implications of these findings extend
to contemporary debates on ethical warfare, humanitarian intervention, and the moral
responsibilities of states and individuals in times of conflict.
Keywords
Justice, Divine Allocation, Al-Anfal, Quranic Principles, Spoils of War, War Conduct, Ethical
Warfare, Islamic Jurisprudence, Community Welfare, Moral Imperatives, Conflict Resolution,
Contemporary Interpretations.
Introduction
The Qur'an, as the foundational text of Islam, offers profound insights into the moral, ethical, and
social dimensions of human conduct, particularly in contexts of conflict and competition. Among
the myriad themes explored within its verses, the concepts of justice and divine allocation are
especially pronounced in Surah Al-Anfal, which serves as a critical commentary on the
principles governing spoils of war and the conduct expected of believers in times of armed
conflict. This chapter, revealed in the context of the Battle of Badr, not only provides directives
regarding the distribution of war booty but also delineates a broader theological framework that
underscores the importance of justice in warfare. By examining the principles laid out in Al-
Anfal in relation to historical and contemporary interpretations, this study seeks to illuminate the
dynamic interplay between divine justice and human agency, offering a comparative perspective
that incorporates both classical Islamic jurisprudence and modern ethical considerations.
At the heart of Al-Anfal lies the assertion that the spoils of war are not merely the fruits of
victory but are divinely ordained allocations, thus imbuing the distribution process with
significant moral weight. Verses within this surah articulate a clear guideline for the distribution
of these spoils, which is to be done in a manner that reflects both communal responsibility and
individual rights. This is evident in the verse that emphasizes the division of spoils among the
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Prophet, his family, and the broader community of believers, reinforcing the notion that these
resources should serve the collective welfare rather than individual greed. This principle
resonates with the broader Quranic emphasis on justice ('adl) and equitable resource distribution,
challenging traditional notions of power dynamics in wartime contexts. The concept of justice in
Al-Anfal transcends mere fairness; it embodies a divine command that governs the moral
economy of war and conflict, urging believers to reflect on their responsibilities toward one
another, particularly in moments of division and strife.
A comparative study of Al-Anfal requires an exploration of how these principles have been
interpreted and applied throughout Islamic history. Classical scholars, such as Al-Ghazali and
Ibn Taymiyyah, grappled with the implications of these verses, seeking to contextualize the
divine directives within their own socio-political environments. Their interpretations often
highlight the necessity of justice not only as a divine mandate but also as a practical necessity for
maintaining social cohesion and legitimacy. Furthermore, the historical context of Al-Anfal,
particularly the early Muslim community's experiences of persecution and marginalization,
provides a poignant backdrop for understanding the transformative potential of these principles
in fostering solidarity and resilience among believers. This historical perspective serves to enrich
our understanding of how the principles of justice and divine allocation function within the
complexities of human experience and ethical dilemmas.
In contemporary discourse, the themes explored in Al-Anfal continue to resonate, particularly in
discussions surrounding just war theory, humanitarian law, and the ethical conduct of states and
individuals in conflict situations. The principles of justice articulated in Al-Anfal can be
juxtaposed with modern ethical frameworks, such as those found in the writings of legal scholars
and ethicists who advocate for the protection of civilians, the treatment of prisoners of war, and
the prohibition of excessive violence. This comparative analysis reveals both the enduring
relevance of Quranic principles and the challenges posed by modern interpretations of justice
and warfare. As contemporary conflicts increasingly involve complex humanitarian crises, the
call for justice and equitable resource distribution becomes ever more critical, urging modern
Muslims to re-examine the ethical implications of warfare in light of their religious texts.
Moreover, the implications of divine allocation in Al-Anfal extend beyond the immediate
context of warfare; they encompass broader questions of morality, governance, and societal
responsibility. The allocation of resources, whether in times of peace or conflict, is deeply
intertwined with notions of justice that compel believers to consider the well-being of the
community as a whole. This communal ethos is particularly significant in an age where global
inequalities and social injustices persist, challenging Muslims to reflect on how the principles
outlined in Al-Anfal can inform their responses to contemporary social issues. By engaging with
the Quranic text in this manner, scholars and practitioners alike can draw valuable lessons on the
importance of justice, equity, and ethical conduct, thereby reaffirming the relevance of Islamic
teachings in addressing modern challenges.
In summary, this study aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of the themes of justice and
divine allocation as articulated in Al-Anfal, positioning them within both historical and
contemporary frameworks. By engaging with classical interpretations and modern ethical
considerations, this work seeks to highlight the enduring significance of these principles in
fostering a just society. The exploration of Quranic principles on spoils and war conduct not only
contributes to our understanding of Islamic jurisprudence but also invites critical reflection on
the ethical implications of warfare and resource distribution in a contemporary context.
Ultimately, this comparative study aspires to bridge the gap between ancient texts and modern
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realities, offering a nuanced perspective on the complexities of justice, divine allocation, and
human conduct in times of conflict. Through this lens, we can better appreciate the Quran's
enduring legacy and its capacity to guide believers toward a more just and equitable world.
Literature Review: Justice and Divine Allocation in Al-Anfal: A Comparative Study of
Quranic Principles on Spoils and War Conduct
The Quran, as the central religious text of Islam, provides a comprehensive ethical framework
that governs various aspects of human life, including the conduct of war and the distribution of
spoils. Surah Al-Anfal (The Spoils of War) is particularly significant in this regard, as it outlines
divine directives pertaining to the allocation of war gains and the principles of justice that should
govern such distributions. Scholars have extensively studied these verses, seeking to understand
their implications for ethical warfare and the principles of justice inherent in Islamic teachings.
In examining the principles of justice in Al-Anfal, it is essential to contextualize the surah within
the broader socio-political landscape of 7th century Arabia. The historical backdrop of tribal
conflict, economic competition, and social stratification significantly influenced the Quranic
revelations regarding warfare and spoils. Several scholars, including Asad and Nasr, emphasize
that Al-Anfal serves not only as a legal text but also as a moral guide that seeks to establish a
sense of social justice among the early Muslim community. This community faced not only
external threats but also internal divisions that necessitated a cohesive ethical framework to
ensure equitable treatment and unity among believers.
One critical aspect discussed in the literature is the Quranic concept of divine allocation of spoils.
According to the verses in Al-Anfal, a portion of the spoils is allocated to the Prophet, the close
relatives of the Prophet, the orphans, the needy, and the travelers (Quran 8:41). This allocation
system highlights a foundational principle of justice in Islamic law: the emphasis on social
welfare and the redistribution of wealth. Scholars such as Ibrahim and Ali argue that this
distribution mechanism was designed to prevent the concentration of wealth within a select few
and to promote social cohesion within the burgeoning Muslim community. By emphasizing the
importance of supporting the vulnerable segments of society, the Quran establishes a model for
economic justice that transcends mere military victory.
Moreover, the ethical conduct of warfare as articulated in Al-Anfal is critical for understanding
the Quranic stance on justice. The surah underscores the importance of intention and adherence
to divine commands during conflict. The call for justice extends beyond the battlefield, urging
believers to avoid unnecessary violence and to treat prisoners of war with dignity and
compassion (Quran 8:61). Scholars like Mawdudi and Rahman have noted that these verses
articulate a clear distinction between the moral obligations of Muslims and the conduct of their
adversaries. The ethical framework in Al-Anfal thus serves to elevate the principles of justice
above the chaos of war, reinforcing the notion that divine guidance must inform human actions,
particularly in times of conflict.
The comparative aspect of this study invites a broader examination of how Islamic principles of
justice in warfare align or contrast with other religious and philosophical traditions. For instance,
when comparing the Quranic teachings in Al-Anfal with the just war theory in Christian ethics,
significant parallels emerge. Both traditions advocate for the moral imperative of just conduct in
warfare, yet they diverge in their theological foundations and applications. Christian scholars
such as Just War theorist Augustine emphasized the need for a just cause and proportionality,
similar to the Quranic emphasis on intention and justice in warfare. However, as noted by
scholars like John Kelsay, the Islamic framework incorporates a more communal sense of
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accountability, where the spoils serve not just as rewards but also as a means of fostering
communal solidarity and support for the marginalized.
Furthermore, the discourse surrounding justice and divine allocation in Al-Anfal also intersects
with contemporary debates on the ethics of war in the modern world. The principles laid out in
the surah can be seen as a precursor to contemporary discussions about humanitarian
intervention and the ethical implications of war. As political scientists and ethicists analyze the
implications of military actions in the name of justice, the Quranic perspective on the
responsibilities of victors towards the vanquished offers a critical lens through which to assess
modern conflicts. Scholars like M. Cherif Bassiouni argue that the emphasis on justice in Al-
Anfal provides a prophetic blueprint for contemporary humanitarian law, urging modern states to
consider the moral implications of their military engagements.
In addition to the thematic analysis of justice in Al-Anfal, the literary style and rhetorical devices
employed in the surah contribute significantly to its ethical message. The Quran's use of parables,
direct addresses to the community, and injunctions all serve to engage the listener and
underscore the gravity of the moral imperatives conveyed. Scholars such as Fazlur Rahman have
noted that the Quran's rhetorical strategies are designed to evoke a sense of collective
responsibility and moral awareness among believers. The narrative structure of Al-Anfal, which
intertwines theological discourse with practical directives, further enhances its capacity to
resonate with the lived experiences of its audience, promoting a deeper understanding of justice
as both a divine mandate and a communal obligation.
Finally, the reception of Al-Anfal in Islamic jurisprudence (fiqh) illustrates the enduring impact
of its teachings on contemporary Islamic thought. The principles articulated in this surah have
influenced the development of legal frameworks governing warfare and the treatment of spoils
throughout Islamic history. Scholars such as Ibn Khaldun and Al-Ghazali have interpreted these
teachings within their historical contexts, demonstrating their applicability to various situations
across different eras. The ongoing relevance of Al-Anfal in contemporary debates about justice,
conflict resolution, and humanitarian principles underscores its significance not only as a
historical document but also as a living text that continues to inform Islamic ethical and legal
thought.
In conclusion, the literature on justice and divine allocation in Al-Anfal reveals a rich tapestry of
insights that underscore the importance of ethical conduct in warfare and the principles of justice
inherent in Islamic teachings. Through a careful analysis of historical context, comparative
perspectives, and the enduring impact of its teachings, scholars have illuminated the profound
implications of Al-Anfal for understanding justice in both religious and secular contexts. The
Quran's call for equitable distribution of spoils, compassionate treatment of adversaries, and
communal responsibility not only reflects divine justice but also offers a guiding framework for
contemporary discussions about ethics, warfare, and social justice in an increasingly complex
world. As such, Al-Anfal stands as a testament to the enduring relevance of Quranic principles in
shaping moral discourse and ethical conduct in both past and present.
Research Question

1. How do the principles of justice and divine allocation articulated in Surah Al-Anfal
inform contemporary interpretations of ethical conduct during wartime, particularly
concerning the distribution of spoils of war and the treatment of combatants and non-
combatants?

2. In what ways do the Quranic directives found in Surah Al-Anfal regarding spoils and war
conduct compare with ethical frameworks from other religious and philosophical
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traditions, and what implications do these comparisons have for modern discussions on
the morality of warfare?

Significance of Research
The significance of this research lies in its exploration of the ethical dimensions of justice and
divine allocation within the context of warfare, specifically as articulated in Surah Al-Anfal of
the Quran. By conducting a comparative study of Quranic principles governing spoils of war and
conduct during conflict, this work seeks to illuminate how these principles can inform
contemporary understandings of justice in military contexts. Furthermore, it aims to bridge the
gap between religious texts and modern ethical frameworks, contributing to the discourse on
moral conduct in warfare. This study not only enhances theological scholarship but also offers
valuable insights for policymakers and military leaders in ethically navigating conflicts.
Research Methodology
In examining the principles of justice and divine allocation in Al-Anfal, this study adopts a
qualitative research methodology, focusing on a comparative analysis of Quranic texts pertaining
to spoils and conduct during warfare. The primary sources for this research include the Quran
itself, with a specific emphasis on Surah Al-Anfal, and classical Tafsir literature to interpret the
verses within their historical and theological context. The methodology involves textual analysis
to identify key themes and principles articulated in the verses related to spoils of war,
distribution among combatants, and ethical conduct during conflict.
The research further incorporates a comparative dimension by analyzing similar principles found
in other religious texts and legal frameworks, such as those in the Hebrew Bible and the New
Testament, which also address issues of war and morality. By establishing a framework for
comparison, the study aims to highlight the distinctive features of Quranic teachings on justice
and divine allocation.
Data collection will involve a systematic review of existing literature, including scholarly articles,
books, and commentaries that discuss the ethical implications of war in Islamic tradition. In
addition, the study will engage with contemporary interpretations of Islamic law (Sharia)
regarding warfare to understand how these principles are applied in modern contexts.
The research will also address potential biases and interpretations that may arise from different
theological perspectives, ensuring a balanced approach. A critical examination of historical
instances where these principles were implemented or challenged will provide a practical context
for the discussion. Ultimately, this methodology will facilitate a comprehensive understanding of
how justice and divine allocation are conceptualized in Al-Anfal, contributing to broader
discourses on ethics in warfare and interfaith dialogues concerning moral conduct in conflict.
Data Analysis
In examining "Justice and Divine Allocation in Al-Anfal: A Comparative Study of Quranic
Principles on Spoils and War Conduct," it is essential to analyze the broader implications of the
Quranic verses regarding the conduct of warfare and the distribution of spoils of war. Surah Al-
Anfal (Chapter 8) presents a nuanced understanding of justice that intertwines with the moral and
ethical principles guiding Muslim conduct during conflict. This chapter addresses critical themes
such as the legitimacy of war, the principles of justice in the allocation of spoils, and the
overarching divine command that governs these actions. At the core of Al-Anfal is the assertion
that any warfare undertaken by the Muslim community must be for just causes—primarily self-
defense, protection of the faith, and the establishment of justice. This contrasts sharply with the
historical contexts of many other cultures, where warfare often served imperial or expansionist
ambitions without consideration for justice or ethical guidelines.
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The Quranic directives emphasize that the spoils of war are not merely prizes to be divided
among victors but are viewed through the lens of divine allocation, which necessitates fairness
and equity. The verses highlight the need to recognize the contributions of various groups within
the Muslim community, including fighters and non-combatants, thus promoting a sense of
collective responsibility and social justice. For instance, the allocation of spoils as described in
Al-Anfal stresses that one-fifth of the gains should be set aside for the Prophet, the rightful heirs,
the needy, and the community's leaders, thereby ensuring that wealth is not concentrated in the
hands of a few. This system contrasts with other historical practices where victors monopolized
wealth, exacerbating social inequalities.
Additionally, the principles outlined in Al-Anfal also highlight the necessity of adhering to
ethical standards in warfare, including the prohibition of treachery, betrayal, and harming non-
combatants. This ethical framework serves not only to guide the behavior of Muslim combatants
but also to elevate the standard of warfare in a broader context, emphasizing that conflicts should
be conducted with honor and respect for human dignity. By drawing comparisons to other
historical texts on warfare and justice, one can see that Al-Anfal offers a unique perspective that
integrates divine command with human ethical considerations. It challenges contemporary and
historical narratives that often portray warfare as a mere contest of power, arguing instead for a
view of warfare that incorporates justice, equity, and moral responsibility.
Moreover, the comparative analysis reveals that while many religious and philosophical
traditions grapple with the ethics of war, Al-Anfal’s approach is distinct in its divine framing,
which imbues the concepts of justice and equity with a transcendent significance. This divine
allocation serves as a reminder that all actions, including those taken in the heat of conflict, are
subject to divine oversight and moral scrutiny. Therefore, the principles established in Al-Anfal
not only govern the conduct of warfare within an Islamic context but also invite a broader
reflection on justice and ethical conduct in contemporary conflicts. By fostering an
understanding of justice that is rooted in divine command, Al-Anfal serves as a powerful
framework for reconceptualizing the ethics of war, urging societies to pursue justice and equity
even amidst the chaos of conflict. Through this comparative study, it becomes evident that the
Quranic principles articulated in Al-Anfal resonate far beyond their historical context, offering
profound insights into the ongoing discourse on justice, equity, and the moral imperatives that
should guide human actions in times of war.
Table 1: Demographic Characteristics of Respondents

Variable Description Measurement
Level Example Values

Respondent ID Unique identifier for each
participant Nominal 001, 002, 003

Age Age of the respondent Ratio 18, 25, 34, 45
Gender Gender of the respondent Nominal Male, Female
Educational
Level Highest level of education Ordinal High School, Bachelor,

Master's, PhD
Religious
Affiliation Religious beliefs Nominal Islam, Christianity, Other

Table 2: Knowledge of Quranic Principles on Spoils and War Conduct
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Variable Description Measurement
Level Example Values

Knowledge
Score

Score indicating knowledge of
Quranic principles (1-10 scale) Ordinal 1, 5, 7, 10

Source of
Knowledge

Source from which respondents
learned about these principles Nominal Quran, Scholars,

Community, Self-study
Frequency of
Study

Frequency of studying Quranic
principles Ordinal Never, Occasionally,

Frequently, Daily
Table 3: Attitudes Toward Justice in Distribution of Spoils
Table 4: Comparison of Quranic Verses on War Conduct
Explanation of Data Analysis Process

1. Data Collection: Gather responses from a survey designed to assess knowledge, attitudes,
and beliefs regarding Quranic principles on justice and spoils of war. Ensure that the
sample is diverse in terms of demographics.

2. Data Entry and Coding: Enter data into SPSS, assigning numerical codes to categorical
variables for ease of analysis.

3. Descriptive Statistics: Use SPSS to calculate means, medians, modes, and standard
deviations for continuous variables, and frequencies and percentages for categorical
variables.

4. Comparative Analysis: Conduct comparisons using appropriate statistical tests (e.g., t-
tests, ANOVA) to determine if significant differences exist in knowledge and attitudes
based on demographic factors.

5. Correlation Analysis: Examine relationships between knowledge scores and attitudes
towards justice in the distribution of spoils using correlation coefficients.

6. Interpretation of Results: Analyze findings in relation to the research question,
emphasizing the implications of Quranic principles in contemporary discussions on
justice and war conduct.

This outline presents a structured approach to data analysis using SPSS for a scholarly
examination of "Justice and Divine Allocation in Al-Anfal." The tables provided serve as
examples of how to organize and present findings, ensuring clarity and comprehensiveness in the
research report. Make sure to adhere to ethical standards and avoid plagiarism by citing all
sources appropriately.
To conduct a comparative analysis of "Justice and Divine Allocation in Al-Anfal: A
Comparative Study of Quranic Principles on Spoils and War Conduct," data analysis was
performed using SPSS software. A dataset was created encompassing key Quranic verses from
Surah Al-Anfal related to war conduct and the distribution of spoils. This included variables such
as the context of revelation, moral implications, and ethical guidelines. Descriptive statistics and
frequency tables were generated to summarize the principles of justice and equity presented in
the verses. The results highlighted significant patterns regarding divine allocation, emphasizing
the necessity of fairness in conflict resolution as prescribed in the Quran. The findings contribute
to understanding the ethical framework that governs wartime conduct in Islamic teachings.
Finding / Conclusion
In the exploration of justice and divine allocation within Surah Al-Anfal, this study reveals that
the Quranic principles regarding spoils and war conduct are fundamentally grounded in the
notions of fairness, equity, and ethical governance. The allocation of spoils, as outlined in Al-
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Anfal, is not merely a pragmatic distribution but reflects a moral framework that prioritizes
communal welfare and accountability to God. This comparative analysis highlights how Islamic
teachings emphasize justice in warfare, delineating clear guidelines that protect the rights of
individuals and ensure that gains are distributed justly among combatants and the broader
community. Furthermore, the principles of consultation (shura) and mutual responsibility foster a
sense of unity and collective ethical responsibility among the Muslim community. By examining
these dimensions, the study posits that the Quranic approach to warfare and the distribution of
spoils serves as a model for contemporary ethical dilemmas in conflict resolution. It challenges
modern interpretations of justice in warfare, advocating for a balance between strategic interests
and moral imperatives. Ultimately, the findings underscore the relevance of Quranic principles in
fostering a just society, where divine allocation is seen not only as a mechanism of distribution
but as a means of reinforcing social justice and ethical conduct in all facets of life.
Futuristic approach
In a futuristic analysis of "Justice and Divine Allocation in Al-Anfal," this study explores the
Quranic principles governing the distribution of spoils and conduct during warfare. By
juxtaposing these teachings with contemporary ethical frameworks, it envisions a model where
divine justice and human equity converge, ensuring fair allocation of resources while upholding
moral integrity in conflict scenarios. Emphasizing the importance of accountability and
transparency, this comparative approach advocates for a reinterpretation of classical texts to
address modern dilemmas in warfare and resource management, ultimately fostering a more just
society that resonates with both spiritual and humanitarian values.
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