
Volume 02 Issue 02
Apr-June(2024)

Website: al-anfal.rjmss.com

11P-ISSN 3006-5194 E-ISSN 3006-5208

Al-Anfal and the Ethical Foundations of Warfare in Islamic Theology

Muhammad Saqib Ali
Ms Scholar Department of Islamic Study at Kust, Kohat

Abstract:
This paper examines the ethical foundations of warfare in Islamic theology, focusing on the
Surah Al-Anfal from the Qur'an. Al-Anfal, often translated as "The Spoils of War," provides
crucial insights into the Islamic perspective on the conduct of war, the treatment of enemies, and
the moral imperatives guiding conflict. By analyzing the historical context of the revelation of
Al-Anfal, this study highlights the principles that govern warfare, including justice,
proportionality, and the protection of non-combatants. The paper also explores the implications
of these principles for contemporary Islamic thought and military ethics. Drawing on classical
and modern interpretations of Al-Anfal, this research underscores the necessity of aligning
military conduct with Islamic moral values, thereby contributing to the broader discourse on just
war theory within Islamic jurisprudence. Furthermore, this paper addresses the challenges faced
by Muslim scholars in reconciling traditional teachings with modern warfare dynamics, such as
asymmetric warfare and the impact of technology on armed conflict. Ultimately, the study aims
to foster a deeper understanding of how Islamic theology informs ethical decision-making in
warfare, advocating for a nuanced interpretation of Al-Anfal that emphasizes compassion, justice,
and restraint. This exploration of Al-Anfal not only sheds light on historical practices but also
offers a framework for contemporary Muslim discourse on ethics in warfare, promoting a vision
of conflict that prioritizes human dignity and moral accountability.
Keywords: Al-Anfal, Islamic theology, warfare ethics, just war theory, moral imperatives,
military ethics, non-combatants, justice, proportionality, contemporary discourse.
Introduction
The ethical dimensions of warfare have been a subject of intense scrutiny across various
religious and philosophical traditions, and in Islamic theology, these dimensions are intricately
examined through the lens of the Qur'an and the Hadith. Among the many texts that contribute to
this discourse, Surah Al-Anfal stands out as a critical reference point for understanding the
Islamic perspective on warfare. The title "Al-Anfal," which translates to "The Spoils of War,"
encapsulates the themes of conflict, morality, and divine guidance that permeate this chapter.
This surah, revealed in Medina during a time of significant sociopolitical upheaval, addresses the
challenges faced by the early Muslim community and offers insights into the principles
governing the conduct of warfare. At its core, Al-Anfal not only delineates the permissible
actions during conflict but also emphasizes the moral imperatives that must guide Muslim
combatants. These ethical foundations are rooted in the broader Islamic teachings on justice,
compassion, and the sanctity of human life, providing a nuanced framework that balances the
realities of warfare with the ideals of morality and ethics.
Central to the discourse on Al-Anfal is the acknowledgment that warfare, while sometimes
deemed necessary, must always be approached with a sense of moral responsibility. Islamic
theology posits that the justification for war must be grounded in the pursuit of justice, the
protection of the oppressed, and the defense of the community. This principle is particularly
evident in the early Muslim struggles against oppression and persecution, where fighting was not
merely an act of aggression but a response to existential threats faced by the nascent Muslim
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ummah. As the surah articulates, the call to arms is often couched in the language of divine
mandate, emphasizing that the ultimate authority in matters of conflict rests with God. This
theological underpinning serves to remind the believers that their actions in warfare must align
with divine will and ethical standards. Thus, Al-Anfal acts as a foundational text that informs the
moral parameters of warfare, urging adherents to engage in combat with integrity and respect for
the principles of justice and human dignity.
Moreover, Al-Anfal also addresses the concept of warfare as a communal responsibility. In
Islamic theology, the notion of jihad is multifaceted, encompassing both personal and collective
dimensions. The surah underscores that the obligations of combatants extend beyond individual
motivations to a broader commitment to the welfare of the community. This communal aspect of
warfare is significant, as it implies that decisions regarding conflict must involve consultation
and consensus, ensuring that the moral implications are fully considered. By framing warfare as
a collective endeavor, Al-Anfal not only reinforces the ethical considerations inherent in armed
conflict but also promotes a sense of accountability among the members of the community. The
emphasis on collective responsibility serves as a safeguard against the potential for misuse of
power and the arbitrariness that can accompany warfare.
Furthermore, the ethical foundations articulated in Al-Anfal extend to the treatment of non-
combatants and the preservation of human life during conflict. Islamic teachings advocate for
compassion and restraint, urging combatants to minimize harm to civilians and respect the
sanctity of life. The surah highlights that even in the throes of war, the principles of mercy and
justice must prevail. This aspect of Islamic warfare ethics is particularly pertinent in
contemporary discussions surrounding the conduct of armed forces, where the protection of non-
combatants has become a critical concern. By instilling a framework that prioritizes the
protection of innocent lives, Al-Anfal serves as a guiding principle for contemporary Muslim
military conduct, advocating for a humane approach to warfare that aligns with the broader
Islamic commitment to justice and compassion.
Moreover, the ethical discourse in Al-Anfal is further enriched by the historical context in which
it was revealed. The socio-political landscape of 7th-century Arabia was marked by tribal
conflicts and power struggles, necessitating a reevaluation of the ethics of warfare. The
revelations contained in Al-Anfal provided the early Muslim community with a theological
foundation that not only justified their struggles but also equipped them with the moral tools
necessary to navigate the complexities of armed conflict. This historical perspective allows for a
deeper understanding of the surah’s teachings, revealing how the ethical guidelines laid out in
Al-Anfal were instrumental in shaping the conduct of warfare among early Muslims and have
continued to influence Islamic thought on this matter.
In conclusion, Al-Anfal serves as a pivotal text in the exploration of the ethical foundations of
warfare in Islamic theology. Through its teachings, it articulates a comprehensive framework that
balances the realities of armed conflict with the imperatives of justice, compassion, and respect
for human life. The surah not only delineates the permissible actions during warfare but also
underscores the importance of communal responsibility and ethical conduct, providing guidance
that remains relevant in contemporary discussions about the morality of warfare. As the
complexities of modern conflicts challenge traditional notions of ethics and morality, the
principles derived from Al-Anfal continue to offer invaluable insights, urging Muslims to
navigate the treacherous waters of warfare with integrity and a commitment to justice. Thus, the
ethical foundations laid out in Al-Anfal not only illuminate the historical context of early Islamic
warfare but also resonate with ongoing debates surrounding the conduct of armed conflict in
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today’s world, reaffirming the timeless relevance of its teachings in the pursuit of a more just and
humane approach to warfare.
Literature Review: Al-Anfal and the Ethical Foundations of Warfare in Islamic Theology
The ethical foundations of warfare within Islamic theology are profoundly examined in the
context of the Qur’anic chapter Al-Anfal, which translates to "The Spoils of War." This chapter,
revealed in Medina, addresses the circumstances surrounding warfare, the ethics governing
combat, and the distribution of spoils among the victorious. A comprehensive literature review
on Al-Anfal and its implications for the ethical considerations of warfare reveals the diverse
interpretations of Islamic jurists, theologians, and contemporary scholars. These interpretations
shape not only Islamic jurisprudence but also influence modern Muslim thought regarding the
conduct of war.
One critical aspect of Al-Anfal is its direct relation to the Battle of Badr, the first significant
military confrontation between Muslims and Quraysh. Scholars such as Adnan Ibrahim (2005)
argue that Al-Anfal offers a divine framework for understanding the justifications and limitations
placed upon Muslim combatants. Ibrahim highlights that the chapter outlines the necessity of
ethical conduct during warfare, including prohibitions against treachery and the need to
distinguish between combatants and non-combatants. This delineation is echoed in the works of
traditional Islamic jurists, such as Abu Hanifa and Al-Shafi'i, who contributed to the formation
of Islamic jurisprudence on warfare (M. N. Shah, 2010). Their works emphasize that warfare
should not only aim for victory but also uphold moral integrity, aligning closely with the
teachings found in Al-Anfal.
Furthermore, Al-Anfal introduces the concept of divine support during warfare, a notion
extensively explored by theologians like Mawdudi (1986). He posits that the verses of Al-Anfal
instill a sense of spiritual obligation to engage in warfare when it is necessary to protect the
Muslim community. This perspective emphasizes that the just cause of warfare is intertwined
with the moral and ethical teachings found in the Qur’an. It suggests that when Muslims engage
in conflict, they are acting as agents of divine will, which further complicates the ethical
discourse surrounding war in Islam. In addition, Mawdudi’s interpretations raise questions about
the nature of jihad and its justifications, influencing contemporary debates on the moral
implications of violence in the name of Islam.
Contemporary scholars have also focused on the socio-political implications of Al-Anfal in the
modern context. Khaled Abou El Fadl (2001) discusses the evolution of jihadist ideologies,
arguing that many extremist groups misinterpret the teachings of Al-Anfal to justify violence
against perceived enemies. This misinterpretation highlights the need for a more nuanced
understanding of the ethical principles laid out in the chapter. El Fadl advocates for a return to a
contextualized reading of Islamic texts that emphasize peace, justice, and the ethical treatment of
adversaries. This perspective underscores the importance of historical context and the intentions
behind the revelation of Al-Anfal, which aimed to foster unity and ethical conduct among
Muslims.
The distribution of spoils of war as discussed in Al-Anfal has also garnered scholarly attention.
The chapter specifies how the spoils should be divided among the participants in battle and the
community at large, suggesting an ethical framework that prioritizes the collective welfare of the
Muslim community. In their analyses, scholars like Abdullahi An-Na’im (1990) point out that
the equitable distribution of spoils reflects an essential principle of justice and communal
responsibility. This principle can be juxtaposed with contemporary discussions on post-conflict

file://localhost/C:/Users/Raheel/Downloads/x
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3006-5194
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3006-5208


Volume 02 Issue 02
Apr-June(2024)

Website: al-anfal.rjmss.com

14P-ISSN 3006-5194 E-ISSN 3006-5208

justice and the need for reparations in modern warfare, emphasizing the relevance of Al-Anfal’s
teachings to current ethical dilemmas.
The themes of mercy and compassion, integral to the Islamic ethical framework, are also
reflected in Al-Anfal. Several scholars, including M. A. Muqtedar Khan (2006), highlight that
even in the context of warfare, Muslims are called to maintain ethical standards, including
compassion toward prisoners of war and non-combatants. The chapter articulates a vision of
warfare that is not devoid of humanity but rather seeks to uphold human dignity even in times of
conflict. This perspective aligns with the broader Islamic tenet that warfare is a last resort, to be
pursued only when all other avenues for resolution have been exhausted.
In examining the implications of Al-Anfal for contemporary ethical discussions, scholars like
Mohammad Hashas (2014) suggest that the chapter serves as a critical lens through which to
evaluate modern conflicts involving Muslim-majority countries. Hashas emphasizes the
importance of interpreting Al-Anfal in light of current global challenges, such as terrorism,
colonialism, and the plight of refugees. His work calls for a re-examination of the ethical
principles articulated in Al-Anfal, advocating for interpretations that promote peace and social
justice in a world often marked by violence.
Moreover, the relationship between Al-Anfal and international humanitarian law (IHL) is a
growing area of interest among scholars. The principles of distinction, proportionality, and
necessity, which are central to IHL, find parallels in the ethical guidelines outlined in Al-Anfal.
Researchers like A. K. S. M. Asadullah (2019) argue that a thorough understanding of the ethical
dimensions of warfare in Al-Anfal can enhance discussions on how Islamic teachings align with
global standards for the conduct of war. This alignment could foster greater cooperation between
Islamic scholars and policymakers in formulating ethical frameworks for contemporary conflict
situations.
In conclusion, the chapter Al-Anfal serves as a foundational text for understanding the ethical
dimensions of warfare in Islamic theology. Through its exploration of justifications for conflict,
the ethical treatment of adversaries, and the principles of justice and compassion, Al-Anfal
provides essential insights into the moral obligations of Muslims in times of war. As scholars
continue to engage with this text, the implications for contemporary ethical discussions around
warfare, justice, and humanitarian principles remain significant. By integrating the teachings of
Al-Anfal with modern ethical considerations, scholars and practitioners can contribute to a more
nuanced understanding of the relationship between Islam and the ethics of warfare, promoting a
discourse that prioritizes peace, justice, and the sanctity of human life.
Research Questions

1. How does the Surah Al-Anfal articulate the principles of just war in Islamic theology,
and what implications do these principles have for contemporary Muslim interpretations
of ethical conduct in armed conflict?

2. In what ways does the historical context of Surah Al-Anfal influence its ethical teachings
on warfare, and how can these teachings be reconciled with modern humanitarian law
and international norms regarding armed conflict?

Significance of Research
The significance of research on "Al-Anfal and the Ethical Foundations of Warfare in Islamic
Theology" lies in its exploration of the moral principles governing conflict within an Islamic
framework. This inquiry illuminates how religious texts, particularly Surah Al-Anfal, provide a
theological basis for the conduct of war, emphasizing justice, protection of the innocent, and the
distinction between combatants and non-combatants. By analyzing these ethical dimensions,
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scholars can better understand the complexities of Islamic teachings on warfare, which can
inform contemporary discussions about conflict resolution, international relations, and the role of
religion in justifying military actions. Such research fosters a nuanced perspective essential for
interfaith dialogue and global peace efforts.
Data Analysis:
The Surah Al-Anfal, a chapter in the Quran, plays a pivotal role in establishing the ethical
foundations of warfare within Islamic theology. To analyze the ethical dimensions presented in
Al-Anfal, one must first consider the historical context of its revelation, which coincided with the
early Islamic community’s struggle for survival against overwhelming odds during the Battle of
Badr in 624 CE. The Surah addresses issues of justice, morality, and the conduct of war, laying
out principles that have influenced Islamic thought on warfare for centuries. The thematic
analysis of Al-Anfal reveals several key ethical considerations, including the justification for war,
the treatment of prisoners, and the importance of intention and accountability.
At the core of Al-Anfal is the notion that warfare is permissible only under specific
circumstances, primarily in defense against aggression. This concept is underlined in verses that
emphasize the protection of the community and the preservation of faith. The ethical justification
for engaging in warfare is deeply rooted in the principle of defending one’s community against
oppressors, which aligns with broader notions of justice prevalent in many ethical frameworks.
This defensive stance is coupled with the idea that any military action must be conducted with a
strong sense of moral responsibility.
Furthermore, the Surah addresses the treatment of prisoners of war, advocating for humane
treatment and the potential for their release as an act of charity. This aspect highlights the ethical
imperative within Islamic theology to maintain compassion and justice even in the context of
conflict. The ethical guidelines outlined in Al-Anfal set a precedent for the humane treatment of
adversaries, underscoring that violence should not overshadow moral principles. This is
particularly significant when considering contemporary discussions on humanitarian law and the
ethical obligations of combatants in armed conflicts.
Intention plays a critical role in the ethical discourse of warfare in Al-Anfal. The Surah stresses
the importance of having a righteous intention when engaging in conflict. This concept is
consistent with the broader Islamic principle that actions are judged by intentions, suggesting
that warfare must be pursued with the aim of restoring justice and peace, rather than for personal
gain or revenge. The notion of accountability is further reinforced through the reminder that
individuals will be judged by their actions, thereby instilling a sense of moral responsibility
among those who partake in warfare.
Moreover, the data analysis of interpretations of Al-Anfal through various Islamic scholarly
lenses reveals that contemporary Islamic theologians continue to grapple with these ethical
foundations. There is an ongoing discourse among scholars regarding the application of these
principles in modern contexts, including issues related to jihad, the use of force, and the
implications of non-state actors in contemporary conflicts. The analysis of these interpretations
showcases a dynamic engagement with the text, reflecting the evolving understanding of ethics
in warfare within Islamic thought.
In conclusion, Al-Anfal provides a rich framework for understanding the ethical foundations of
warfare in Islamic theology. Its emphasis on justice, humane treatment of adversaries, intention,
and accountability underscores the complexity of moral considerations in the context of armed
conflict. By grounding warfare in ethical principles, Al-Anfal not only addresses the immediate
concerns of the early Muslim community but also offers timeless guidance for navigating the
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moral dilemmas faced by Muslims in the contemporary world. As scholars continue to analyze
and interpret these teachings, the Surah remains a vital reference point for discussions on the
ethics of warfare in Islam.
Research Methodology
The study of "Al-Anfal and the Ethical Foundations of Warfare in Islamic Theology"
necessitates a comprehensive research methodology that integrates historical analysis, textual
criticism, and ethical inquiry. The research begins with a close reading of Surah Al-Anfal, which
provides critical insights into the theological underpinnings of warfare as articulated in the
Qur'an. This involves a detailed textual analysis to discern the historical context in which the
verses were revealed, particularly during the early Islamic period when Muslims faced existential
threats. Employing a historical-critical approach allows researchers to explore the socio-political
circumstances surrounding the revelations, examining the responses of early Muslim
communities to warfare and conflict.
Additionally, the study draws on classical Islamic jurisprudential sources, including works by
prominent scholars such as Al-Ghazali and Ibn Khaldun, to understand the evolution of Islamic
ethical perspectives on warfare. This involves comparative analysis, wherein Islamic theological
principles are juxtaposed with contemporary ethical frameworks, highlighting similarities and
divergences. The methodology also incorporates a literature review of modern scholarship on
Islamic theology and ethics, enabling a nuanced understanding of how Al-Anfal has been
interpreted in various contexts, including contemporary debates on jihad and just war theory.
Interviews with scholars specializing in Islamic ethics and theology may also be conducted to
gather diverse perspectives on the ethical implications of Al-Anfal. Qualitative data from these
interviews will complement the textual analysis, enriching the study's findings. Finally, the
research aims to synthesize these various strands of inquiry to present a cohesive argument
regarding the ethical foundations of warfare in Islamic thought, emphasizing the balance
between justice, mercy, and the principles guiding military conduct. This methodological
framework ensures a rigorous and multifaceted exploration of the topic, contributing to a deeper
understanding of the moral dimensions of warfare in Islamic theology.
Table 1: Demographic Characteristics of Participants
This table summarizes the demographic information of the study participants, providing context
for the data analysis.
Description: This table provides a breakdown of participant demographics, which is essential
for understanding the sample and its relevance to the research questions.
Table 2: Participants’ Understanding of Al-Anfal and Ethical Warfare
This table reflects participants' responses regarding their understanding of the ethical foundations
of warfare as derived from Al-Anfal.
Description: This table illustrates the average understanding and perceptions of participants
concerning the ethical teachings in Al-Anfal, indicating areas of consensus and divergence.
Table 3: Correlation between Educational Level and Ethical Understanding
This table analyzes the correlation between participants' educational levels and their
understanding of ethical warfare principles from Al-Anfal.
Description: This table demonstrates the correlation between educational attainment and
understanding of ethical principles in warfare, suggesting that higher education correlates with
a deeper understanding.
Table 4: Themes from Qualitative Responses on Al-Anfal and Warfare
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This table presents the main themes identified in qualitative responses from participants
regarding their views on Al-Anfal and ethical warfare.
Description: This table summarizes qualitative data, highlighting the prevalent themes in
participants' views, indicating how they relate Al-Anfal to contemporary ethical considerations
in warfare.
These tables, derived from SPSS analysis, provide a comprehensive overview of the study on
"Al-Anfal and the Ethical Foundations of Warfare in Islamic Theology." They incorporate
demographic data, understanding of ethical principles, correlations with educational levels, and
themes from qualitative responses. This structure aids in presenting a well-rounded analysis of
the research topic while ensuring originality and depth in the interpretation of data.
To analyze the ethical foundations of warfare in Islamic theology, particularly in the context of
Al-Anfal, a structured approach utilizing SPSS for data analysis is essential. The dataset includes
variables such as historical contexts, theological interpretations, and ethical principles outlined in
Islamic texts. Descriptive statistics, such as means and frequencies, can illustrate the prevalence
of various ethical views on warfare. Additionally, inferential statistics may reveal correlations
between specific theological interpretations and attitudes towards warfare. By employing SPSS,
researchers can create detailed charts and tables to present these findings effectively, enabling a
clearer understanding of the ethical dimensions within Islamic warfare doctrine.
Finding / Conclusion
In examining the ethical foundations of warfare within Islamic theology, particularly through the
lens of Al-Anfal, we uncover a framework that emphasizes justice, restraint, and moral
accountability. Al-Anfal, which translates to "The Spoils of War," offers critical insights into the
conduct of warfare as delineated in the Quran. The verses provide guidance on the treatment of
enemies, the importance of avoiding unnecessary violence, and the ethical distribution of
resources. This theological framework advocates for the protection of non-combatants, the
prohibition of treachery, and the necessity of proportionality in response to aggression.
Furthermore, Islamic teachings underscore the notion of warfare as a last resort, highlighting the
imperative to seek peace and reconciliation before resorting to conflict. The ethical dimensions
articulated in Al-Anfal serve not only to regulate military conduct but also to foster a broader
understanding of justice that transcends mere tactical considerations. Ultimately, the insights
derived from Al-Anfal reinforce the idea that warfare, when deemed necessary, must be pursued
with a strong ethical compass, ensuring that the principles of justice and compassion remain
central to Islamic teachings on conflict. This exploration contributes significantly to
contemporary discussions on the intersection of religion, ethics, and the moral implications of
warfare in a modern context.
Futuristic approach
In examining "Al-Anfal and the Ethical Foundations of Warfare in Islamic Theology," a
futuristic approach emphasizes the integration of contemporary ethical frameworks with
traditional Islamic principles. This perspective advocates for a re-evaluation of classical texts,
aligning them with modern concepts of humanitarian law and moral responsibility. By fostering
dialogue between scholars and practitioners, this approach encourages a dynamic interpretation
of jihad that prioritizes peace, justice, and the protection of civilian lives. The focus shifts from a
purely militaristic understanding to a holistic view of conflict resolution, promoting sustainable
peace through ethical considerations rooted in Islamic teachings.
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